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[image: ] Commercialisation Showcase
ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS
14 May 2026 – Aerial UTS Function Centre  
	TIME
	PROGRAM

	8.00 am
	Registration and Coffee – Explore the Showcase Floor

	9.00 am
	Acknowledgement of Country and Introduction to the Commercialisation Showcase 
Professor Hugh Durrant-Whyte, NSW Chief Scientist & Engineer


	9.05
am
	Minister’s Welcome (video)
The Hon Anoulack Chanthivong MP

	9.10 am
	OPENING KEYNOTE – Future Australian Industries
Keynote speaker:
Chris Shaw, CEO and Co-Founder, Advanced Navigation


	9.25
am 
	Attracting Global Investment and Talent for Future Industries
Rebecca McPhee, Deputy Secretary, Investment NSW

	9.30 am
	PANEL - Building Australia’s Future Industries: Critical Technologies in Action 
Moderator: Dr Darren Saunders, Deputy Chief Scientist & Engineer
Speakers: 
Tara Hamilton, Director, Semiconductor Sector Service Bureau (S3B)
Petra Andrén, CEO, Quantum Australia
Ben Kitcher, Executive Director, 
Advanced Manufacturing Readiness Facility
Paul McDonald, CEO, RNA Australia


	10.15 am
	PANEL - Lessons in Science and Technology Commercialisation

Moderator: Anne O’Neill, CCO, ANDHealth 
Speakers: 
George Peppou, CEO and Founder, Vow
Matt Crott, Head of Product Engineering, MAKO
Jekaterina Viktorova, CEO and Co-Founder, Syenta
Vanessa Vongsouthi, Head of Bioengineering and Discovery Research, Samsara Eco


	11.00 am 
	MORNING TEA – Explore the Showcase Floor

	
11.30 am 
	PANEL - Investing in Australian Science and Technology

Moderator: Natasha Rawlings – Venture Builder and Investor
Speakers:
Elaine Stead, Partner, Main Sequence Ventures
Kylie Frazer, Co-Founding Partner, Flying Fox Ventures
Tristan Edwards, Investment Associate, Blackbird Ventures
Chris Nave, Founding Partner and Managing Director, Brandon Capital


	12.15 pm
	PRESENTATIONS: NSW Government Investment and Support in Future Industries
 
Speakers: 
Carlos Bowkett, Director, Strategy & Programs, Office of the NSW Chief Scientist & Engineer 
Dr Jaclyn Aldenhoven, Executive Director, Investment NSW – Fostering Innovation
Dr Julia Warning, A/Director, Commercialisation and Strategic Partnerships, Office for Health and Medical Research
Justin Koek, Director, Net Zero Industry and Innovation Program, NSW Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water

	12.45 pm 
	Networking Lunch – Explore the Showcase Floor


	1.45
pm
	Deep Tech Showcase – Innovating for Impact  
Presentations from a range of leading NSW businesses demonstrating how their cutting-edge innovations are transforming industries
Session Hosts: 
Martin Duursma and Mike Nicholls, Partners, Main Sequence Ventures

	Companies
	Time

	Frequentis
	1:50pm – 1:55pm

	Quasar Satellite
	1:55pm – 2:00pm

	Ocius
	2:00pm – 2:05pm

	Extel Technologies
	2:05pm – 2:10pm

	Deteqt
	2:10pm – 2:15pm

	SiNAB
	2:15pm – 2:20pm

	Unleash Live
	2:20pm-2:25pm

	Hullbot
	2:25pm – 2:30pm

	Canenviro Innovations
	2:30pm – 2:35pm

	Samsara Eco
	2:35pm – 2:40pm



Deep Tech Pitchfest  
12 selected deep tech companies, ~3 minutes each, presenting innovations. 

	Companies
	Time

	Sicona Battery Technologies
	2:45pm – 2:48pm

	HydGene Renewables
	2:48pm – 2:51pm

	Thermal Dawn
	2:51pm – 2:54pm

	Counter Current
	2:54pm – 2:57pm

	PlasmaLeap Technologies
	2:57pm – 3:00pm

	Number 8 bio
	3:00pm – 3:03pm

	Skin2Neuron
	3:03pm – 3:06pm

	Medlogical Innovations
	3:06pm – 3:09pm

	Ginigai
	3:09pm – 3:12pm

	Whistling Dog Counter Drone System
	3:12pm – 3:15pm

	Aquila
	3:15pm – 3:18pm

	Carbonix
	3:18pm – 3:21pm





	3.30 pm
	Afternoon Tea

	3.45 pm
	Deep-Tech Conversations (optional sessions or continue Showcase Exploration)

Session 1: Securing the Future – Scaling Advanced Manufacturing for Defence Sovereignty 

Moderator: Tetyana Wotton, Ernst & Young
  
Speakers: 
Michael Powell, COO, Droneshield
Brian Gordon, CTO, OCIUS
Professor Michael J. Biercuk, CEO & Founder, Q-CTRL
Dan Bennett, Founding Partner, Salus Ventures


Session 2: Powering the Future – Scaling Critical Energy Innovation for the Low Carbon Economy   

Moderator: Dani Alexsandra, CEO, Energy Institute and Interim CEO, Decarb Hub
 
Speakers: 
Richard Hopkins, Founder & Director, P-One Technology
Dr Louise Brown, CEO, HydGene Renewables
Gabriella Nunes, Director Commercialisation, TRaCE
Shannon O'Rourke, CEO, Powering Australia


Session 3: From BioTech to BioIndustry – Scaling Life Sciences for Health, Resilience & Sovereignty 
Moderator: Dr Darren Saunders

Speakers: 
Dr Daniel Getts, CEO and Co-Founder, CREATE Medicines
Kate Pounder, Chair of RNA Australia
Dr David Irving, Australian Red Cross Lifeblood
Elaine Stead, Partner, Main Sequence Ventures


	4.30 pm
	Event Concludes
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